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TPS®/ NTM (Network Transaction Manager) provides
the foundation for a range of functionality from credit
card authorization handling to shared database lookup.
The diagrams herein pertain to the retail industry, but
could pertain to other industries by just substituting
that industry’s action words.
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TPS®/NTM ( Network Transaction Manager ) is a highly
configurable system that provides a backbone for processes
such as forwarding transactions for credit authorizations,
performing a central database query, real time messaging
between applications, and message broadcasting to
applications. TPS®/NTM is a proven real time messaging and
transaction integration tool for retail establishments and other
business systems.

TPS®/NTM allows any number of applications to attach
through a simple programming interface and send messages or
transactions. TPS®/NTM is able to recognize transactions by
their content, and then route them to their appropriate
destination without the help of the user application. Through
the use of content based routing, the application need not
concern itself with transport specific information.

An application wishing to utilize the NTM framework will
link to the NTM Client Application Programming Interface
( APl ). On the opposite end, user-supplied Transaction
Processing Modules ( TPMs ), on the TPS®/NTM Server, can
provide functionality from credit card authorization to shared
database lookup.

Since new modules may be developed and interfaced with the
system at any time, your company’s needs can be quickly
integrated into an NTM solution.

HIGHLIGHTS
<+ Real-time point-to-point messaging

= Route Credit Authorization from POS to third party
applications

= Route Messages to and from Home Office or store
applications

= Broadcast Messages to all sites
< Trickle messages to free up bandwidth
v Message broadcasting
+/ TCP/IP, SNA, Bisync, Async Host Connections

< Monitor and Configure Client and Server activity using
JAVA enabled browser

v Multiple OS platforms

v Multiple switch server capability
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TPS®/Network Transaction Manager components:

TPS®/NTM Client API allows user applications to attach
to the NTM system. Available in Java or C, this API
consists of simple open, close, read, and write routines for
allowing transactions to be sent to the NTM Server.

TPS®/NTM Client establishes a TCP/IP connection to a
NTM Transaction Server, if one is not currently available. It
will deliver the transactions to the server program, wait for
transaction response messages (from server), and then give
the response messages back to the application that
originated the transaction message.

TPS®/NTM Server accepts TCP/IP connections from one
or more NTM Clients. The NTM Server will then optionally
convert the transaction, and route it to the appropriate
Transaction Processing Module (TPM).

TPS®/NTM GUI Interface allows the user to
remotely administer, configure and monitor the entire
system via a Java enabled web browser.

NTM Transaction Processing Module (TPMs)
execute on the NTM Server and establish a connection
to the transaction host, send the transaction message
via a predefined protocol (SNA, BSC, TCP/IP, etc.), wait
for a transaction response message, and then give the
transaction responses back to the NTM Server.

TPS®/NTM Director accepts TCP/IP connections
from one or more NTM Clients. The director will notify
the client of the best server connection available. This
decision is based on server load and setup /
configuration of the NTM Server.
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Future Direction

e The evolution to a standardized JMS (J2EE) message/transaction solution
e The ability to interface to additional platforms and OSs as needed

Evaluation Licenses

Evaluation copies of TPS® software products are available for a pre-specified
timeframe under the terms and conditions of the single-page TPS® Evaluation
Agreement.
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PRODUCT POSITIONING

NTM can act as the backbone for applications
such as:

e Claims Processing
e EDI (Electronic Data Interchange)

e Remote Monitoring for Industrial
systems

e Medical Practice Management

o Facility Management and Monitoring

¢ Inventory Control

e RFID Integration

e EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer) - POS

traditional, mobile, wire, and ACH
(Automated Clearing House)
e CRM (Customer Relationship
Management)

OPERATING ENVIRONMENT

NTM Server and Client:

Linux® for IBM® pSeries (64-bit), Intel
©®/AMD®(32-bit), Intel® Itanium
(64-bit)

Windows® NT (Service Pack 6 or greater)
Windows® 2000

Windows® 2003

Windows® XP

Additional NTM Clients:
Windows® 98

Pure Java Client and API available
on Java enabled platforms

TPS

14100 San Pedro Avenue, Suite 600
San Antonio, TX USA 78232-4399
Phone: (210) 496-1984
Fax: (210) 490-6805
email: sales@tps.com

http://www.tps.com
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